
Every Student Celebrated | Every Student Prepared

April 15
School SITE Council Meeting

5pm - MUHS Library
April 17

Operation Graduation Meeting
5:30pm - MUHS Cafeteria

*More Information on PG 5
April 18-21

SPRING HOLIDAY ~ No School

Dear Marauder Families,
APRIL ’25   MINGUS MATTERSMINGUS MATTERS PAGE 1 

April  Dates to Remember
April 1 &2 & 8

ACT, ACT Aspire, AzSci Testing

*More info on PG 4

April 3, 4, 5, & 6
"Mama Mia" 

presented by Mingus A.T.O.R.T.

*More Information on PG 6

April 10

Governing Board Meeting

6 – 8pm - MUHS Library

April 12

MUHS Junior & Senior Prom

7–11pm @ Clark Memorial Clubhouse

As we move into Spring, the Mingus campus is abuzz with important state testing, Prom, Spring sports,As we move into Spring, the Mingus campus is abuzz with important state testing, Prom, Spring sports,
and, of course, Graduation!and, of course, Graduation!
This month, our freshman and juniors will take the ASPIRE, ACT, and AZ Science Assessments. StateThis month, our freshman and juniors will take the ASPIRE, ACT, and AZ Science Assessments. State
testing allows us to measure our student growth and learning and identify areas of focus. Please remindtesting allows us to measure our student growth and learning and identify areas of focus. Please remind
your Marauders to get a good night’s sleep and eat a healthy breakfast before testing sessions.your Marauders to get a good night’s sleep and eat a healthy breakfast before testing sessions.
Senior yard signs were distributed to seniors at our cap and gown pick-up event on March 26th. If yourSenior yard signs were distributed to seniors at our cap and gown pick-up event on March 26th. If your
senior student has not yet brought one home, encourage them to stop by the bookstore as soon assenior student has not yet brought one home, encourage them to stop by the bookstore as soon as
possible.possible.  
The prom is Saturday, April 12th at the Clarkdale Clubhouse. Student Council has done a wonderful jobThe prom is Saturday, April 12th at the Clarkdale Clubhouse. Student Council has done a wonderful job
with planning and prepping for this Enchanted dance!with planning and prepping for this Enchanted dance!  
ATORT (Mingus Theatre) is presenting the highly requested play Mamma Mia. Enjoy the phenomenal set,ATORT (Mingus Theatre) is presenting the highly requested play Mamma Mia. Enjoy the phenomenal set,
exceptional singing and acting, and music of ABBA from our award-winning group of thespians!exceptional singing and acting, and music of ABBA from our award-winning group of thespians!  
Baseball, softball, track and field, and tennis are all in season and going full speed.Baseball, softball, track and field, and tennis are all in season and going full speed.  
We invite you to join us for our school events and see our amazing Marauders in action!We invite you to join us for our school events and see our amazing Marauders in action!
Preparation for graduation for the Class of 2025 is underway. We are so excited to celebrate our seniorsPreparation for graduation for the Class of 2025 is underway. We are so excited to celebrate our seniors
and host our largest, most honored community event of the year. Mark your calendars for May 23rd atand host our largest, most honored community event of the year. Mark your calendars for May 23rd at
7:00pm to show your support for the Class of 2025!7:00pm to show your support for the Class of 2025!  
The graduation after party - Operation Graduation - is in full planning mode – Op Grad is a communityThe graduation after party - Operation Graduation - is in full planning mode – Op Grad is a community
party for Mingus graduates that provides a safe and celebratory environment post ceremony. If you areparty for Mingus graduates that provides a safe and celebratory environment post ceremony. If you are
interested in volunteering, please reach out to Sarah Garrett at sgarrett@muhs.com.interested in volunteering, please reach out to Sarah Garrett at sgarrett@muhs.com.
As always, thank you for all you do to support your student’s learning. Thank you for making Mingus a partAs always, thank you for all you do to support your student’s learning. Thank you for making Mingus a part
of your family’s story. Please reach out with any questions you may have or for any information you mayof your family’s story. Please reach out with any questions you may have or for any information you may
need; we value your voice and want to hear from you.need; we value your voice and want to hear from you.                                                                                                                                                            Go Marauders!Go Marauders!

https://www.mingusunion.com/Home
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
https://www.mingusunion.com/Community_Calendar


CAMPUS EVENTS & RESOURCES

Today’s famil iesare busy, andthere’s always
something

happening. Sync your familyschedule withours to avoidmissing importanttesting dates
and eventswhen planning 
vacations

and doctorappointments.

  MUHS 
COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Our governing board is comprised of f ive

local ly elected cit izens. These individuals

ensure the proper al location of distr ict

funds and resources to best serve the

needs and interests of our students.

Meetings are open to the community

and are held at 6pm in the MUHS Library

on the Second Thursday of every month.

GOVERNING
BOARD
GOVERNING
BOARD

APRIL 10TH @ 6PMAPRIL 10TH @ 6PM

MUHSMUHS

TUESDAY, APRIL 15TH

5:00 PM ~ MUHS LIBRARY

SITE COUNCIL
We value your opinion and

welcome you to attend and

participate in site council meetings

MINGUS UNION HIGH SCHOOL
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SUMMER SCHOOLSUMMER SCHOOL

TODAY!TODAY!
SIGN UPSIGN UP
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Dates: 
Original Credit starts Tuesday, May 27th - ends Thursday, June 26th
Credit Recovery starts Thursday, May 29th - ends Thursday, June 26th 
Credit Recovery for Algebra 1 and Geometry will be a hybrid schedule with 

       students coming in person for 3 hours per day and completing additional 
       work from home.  
 

ALL courses besides CR Algebra 1 and CR Geometry are completed 
at home in Edgenuity. You will be responsible for dedicating time to work 
on your course(s) during Summer School. You must finish your course(s) 
completely in order to earn the credit. There will be no extensions given.

Credit Recovery 
Students can register for/earn up to 2 credits (4 X .5 credit courses) in Edgenuity.
 
Original Credit 
Students can register for/earn 1 original credit (1 course) in Edgenuity.

Cost: $100 payable to the Mingus Bookstore 

REGISTRATIONREGISTRATION
IS OPEN NOW!IS OPEN NOW!

We are excited to be offering several options and formats for Summer School 2025.

You can:
Submit future
absences to
Mingus Union
High School
Update the way
you receive
different types
of notif ications
Respond to
reported
unexcused
absences

USE THE SCHOOL MESSENGER HOME APP
TO MANAGE YOUR STUDENT’S ABSENCES!
USE THE SCHOOL MESSENGER HOME APP
TO MANAGE YOUR STUDENT’S ABSENCES!

Just download the app from the
App Store.

1 .

Enter the requested information
(email address) and confirm
that you are connecting to the
correct student.

2.

https://www.mingusunion.com/Home
https://www.mingusunion.com/Community_Calendar
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/


ACT Testing Schedules & Information

TESTING TIPS!!!
Get a good night’s sleep before test day

Turn off cell phones and leave out of sight until testing is complete

Be on time

Wear comfortable clothing and eat a healthy breakfast

 

As you get started, take a few deep breaths to calm yourself and keep a

positive attitude. 

Listen carefully to instructions and ask questions if you hear something

you don’t understand. 

Focus your attention entirely on your work. 

Pace yourself and occasionally check the time. 

If you finish before time is up, reread the questions and check your

answers.

ACT ASPIREACT ASPIRE IS THE STATEWIDEHIGH SCHOOLACHIEVEMENT TEST,WHICH WILL BEADMINISTERED TOSTUDENTS IN GRADE9/COHORT 2028.

ACT
ACT IS THE STATEWIDE 

HIGH SCHOOL
ACHIEVEMENT TEST,

WHICH WILL BE
ADMINISTERED TO

STUDENTS IN 
GRADE 11/COHORT 2026.
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Tue & *Wed April  1st & 2nd: 

All  freshman wil l  take the ACT Aspire

Tuesday April  8th:  

All  juniors wil l  take the ACT

TBA*:  March 25 through April  11:  

All  juniors wil l  take the AzSci  

*If  testing date falls on a Wednesday, 

the school day wil l  sti l l  begin @ 9am 

https://www.mingusunion.com/Home
https://www.mingusunion.com/Community_Calendar
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
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                   on April 17th @ 5:30 pm in The MUHS Cafeteria
                  to hear more about OpGrad and how you can help!

MINGUS CONNECTION TAX ID # 86-0718225 

 37th Annual
Operation Graduation
 37th Annual
Operation Graduation

                               Preparations for Operation Graduation’s 37th   
           successful year celebrating our Mingus Union High School 

graduates are in the works and we need  your  HELP!
Operation Graduation is a FREE, safe, adult-chaperoned event for MUHS 2025
graduates that takes place after the graduation ceremony.  Each graduate will 

receive a ticket for the PRIZE drawings! Tickets are drawn for prizes, such as
computers, electronics, sports equipment, gift certificates, music, movies, & the 

BIG prize of $2,025 CASH!!!  
OpGrad is possible  only  through volunteer efforts and  community support. 

This event is planned and run strictly by volunteers so that all donations received 
are used for the celebration, which includes the facility & equipment rental costs. 

You may contact one of the committee members listed below to make arrangements 
to pick up your donation. Donations can also be delivered to the MUHS office. 

If you prefer, monetary donations can be mailed to the school 
(that information is at the bottom of this flyer), or made directly to our 

Mingus Connection account, and are greatly appreciated. 
 

 THANK YOU for making this a safe and fun-filled evening
that our graduates can remember for a lifetime!! 

 

Operation Graduation Committee 2025 
 * Mandy Labrie - Chairperson ~ 928-301-9023 * Juliana Saravo – Treasurer ~ 928-301-1894 * 

* Danielle Huntress-Rosenberg – Entertainment ~ 928-301-2805 * Beth Fangman - Prizes ~ 928-300-3131 *
* Nicole Gordon - Fundraising ~ 928-300-1101  * Barbie Duncan- Mingus Connection ~ 928-301-4687 * 

                               Preparations for Operation Graduation’s 37th   
           successful year celebrating our Mingus Union High School 
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Operation Graduation is a FREE, safe, adult-chaperoned event for MUHS 2025
graduates that takes place after the graduation ceremony.  Each graduate will 
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computers, electronics, sports equipment, gift certificates, music, movies, & the 

BIG prize of $2,025 CASH!!!  
OpGrad is possible  only  through volunteer efforts and  community support. 
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You may contact one of the committee members listed below to make arrangements 
to pick up your donation. Donations can also be delivered to the MUHS office. 

If you prefer, monetary donations can be mailed to the school 
(that information is at the bottom of this flyer), or made directly to our 
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that our graduates can remember for a lifetime!! 

 

Operation Graduation Committee 2025 
 * Mandy Labrie - Chairperson ~ 928-301-9023 * Juliana Saravo – Treasurer ~ 928-301-1894 * 
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* Nicole Gordon - Fundraising ~ 928-300-1101  * Barbie Duncan- Mingus Connection ~ 928-301-4687 * 

May 23rd, 2025 @ Cottonwood Rec CenterMay 23rd, 2025 @ Cottonwood Rec Center

ENTERTAINMENT
A variety of entertainment is
provided. Activities include
climbing wall, karaoke, ping-

pong, pool, Sharpie tattoos… 
Have an idea for us?
Contact us to donate

services or equipment
for entertainment!

PRIZES
Each graduate present is
entered into drawings to
receive prizes including: 

Cash, computers,
appliances, electronics,

sports equipment, 
gift certificates, 

music, movies, etc… 

SERVICES
Many types of services

and volunteers are
needed! These include

volunteers to supervise
during the event, trash

pickup, equipment
rental and more. 

FOOD
Donations of

food and drinks
for the event

are greatly
appreciated!

To donate funds to Operation Graduation: 
Scan QR code or enter link below in your browser.
https://www.azgives.org/MingusConnection

  Monetary donations are used
         to buy prizes, pay for 
     entertainment, food, etc. 

Make Checks payable to:
Operation Graduation 2025

Mail to:
Operation Graduation

c/o Mingus Connection 
1801 E. Fir Street

Cottonwood, AZ 86326

MINGUS CONNECTION TAX ID # 86-0718225 

Class of 202

5Class of 202

5

Op
era

tion Graduation Op
era

tion Graduation 

https://www.azgives.org/MingusConnection
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Oouida Dorr
Photography Teacher, Science Resource Teacher 

         and School Bus Driver 

Oouida Dorr
Photography Teacher, Science Resource Teacher 

         and School Bus Driver 

Diego Portillo-MoralesDiego Portillo-Morales

Oouida Dorr has been an educator for 27 years, and the last 21 of them here 
at Mingus Union High School. Also, in the last 11 years she has driven a 
daily Mingus school bus route before and after school. 
Before becoming a teacher, she was a Pastry Chef and lived and worked all 
over the US and beyond. Oouida has a deep-seated belief/faith that being a 
responsible member of a loving and supportive community is of the utmost 
importance. She believes it is important for students to know that they are free 
to choose, but are never free from the consequences of your choices... So always 
strive to make GOOD choices! Also, it is far easier to STAY out of trouble than it is to GET out of trouble! 
So do what is healthy and stay out of trouble!
Oouida LOVES working with young people, traveling, making art, creating photographs, hiking, camping,
cycling, reading, cooking/baking, feeding and nurturing people and does all these things at ANY and EVERY
opportunity! Becoming a better human, parent, partner, sibling, teacher, neighbor and friend is paramount to
her life’s ambition. She finds solace and reverence in nature and feels deeply grateful and very, very blessed!
When lacking motivation, she finds inspiration in working as a member of such an amazing team of educators!
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to choose, but are never free from the consequences of your choices... So always 
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Diego plans to Study at NAU for business when he graduates from Mingus 
this year. One of his favorite experiences at Mingus was creating films and 
editing in Mrs. Lafrance’s digital media class. He also enjoyed being part of 
LINK Crew which helped incoming freshmen adjust and feel comfortable 
coming into high school. And this year he is participating in the Yavapai College 
Early College Academy which is an opportunity for MUHS Seniors to not only complete their required courses
for High School graduation, but also attend College classes on the Yavapai campus and earn College credit for
their future. In five years, Diego would like to put his business education to good use by either managing a
business or possibly creating one of his own.
For fun, He likes to hang out with friends and listen to music!
If he could go back in time and talk to himself as a freshman, he would tell himself to stop trying to be liked by
everyone and don’t be someone you know you’re not.
Diego’s counselors say that he is  a young man with great character. He is a good friend, a respectful student,
and a forward thinker. Diego speaks his mind with honesty, respect, kindness and thoughtfulness,
demonstrating maturity beyond his years. He has excelled in all of his college classes, and his positive attitude
and work ethic makes him a standout student. They are confident Diego will continue to succeed and inspire
others as he moves forward.
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NO
MEDIA

RELEASE

English & Liturature

Science

Career & Technical
Education

Social Studies Foreign Language

Female Athlete
NO

PHOTO
RELEASE

CHARACTER   COUNTS

Pursing Victory
with HonorsMale Athlete

Performing & Visual Arts

Mathematics

Physical Education

Advancement Via
Individual Determination
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MARAUDER of  the MONTHMARAUDER of  the MONTH

C
ina Hoelting The

ron Robertson Jayce Lawler

Zion MarkA
lice RossatoJack Muphree

G
race Linford E

velyn BouseLane Armstrong

 E
than Baird

B
rian

ka Villalobos A
aliyah  Lopez



           Al l  current athletic events, team schedules and coaching
information are posted to the athletics page for quick viewing.
You can also subscribe to the calendar and receive dai ly emails

by cl icking the l ink below, then subscribe in the top r ight corner. 
*Schedules are subject to change, so check often or cal l  the athletic department for more info!
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Spring Sports schedules hereSpring Sports schedules here
Click on the icon below to be taken to that sport's scheduleClick on the icon below to be taken to that sport's schedule

Our Lady Marauders
Basketball team fought 

their way through the
Bradshaw Mountain Bears 
in their play-in tournament

and then through the
Douglas Trojans and the

Mica Mountain 
Thunderbolts to advance

into the semifinals to face 

Our Lady Marauders
Basketball team fought 

their way through the
Bradshaw Mountain Bears 
in their play-in tournament

and then through the
Douglas Trojans and the

Mica Mountain 
Thunderbolts to advance

into the semifinals to face 
   off against the Flagstaff Lady Eagles for a shot 

at the State Championship! Our Marauder
cheering section made it’s way up to 

Flagstaff for the State Playoff game, but
unfortunately the game was a loss. 

What a way to end an amazing season! 
WAY TO GO LADY MARAUDERS!!
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congratulations tocongratulations to
our college-boundour college-bound

marauder athletes!!!marauder athletes!!!
koby de la haye Golden West Collegein California 

koby de la haye Golden West Collegein California 

Xzayvier Buckner 

Gateway Community

College in Arizona
Xzayvier Buckner 

Gateway Community

College in Arizona

Alice KinseyGlendale Community
College in Arizona

Alice KinseyGlendale Community
College in Arizona
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FOUR STUDENTS FROM MUHS
AUTOMOTIVE CAREERS &

TECHNOLOGY CLASS COMPETED 
IN THE SKILLSUSA REGION 4
COMPETITIONS IN JANUARY.

Congratulations to ALDO LOPEZ for his
1st place gold metal performance.

Al l  4 Auto students qual i f ied and
wil l  be going to state Ski l lsUSA
competit ions Apri l  22nd & 23rd.
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Congratulations to ALDO LOPEZ for his
1st place gold metal performance.

Al l  4 Auto students qual i f ied and
wil l  be going to state Ski l lsUSA
competit ions Apri l  22nd & 23rd.

   ALDO LOPEZ, JOHNATHAN LIBBY,
JORDAN WATSON AND CAMERON WALKER
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Bracelet Making 
 

Club members at
bracelet making: 
Ashley Gonzalez
and Addi Hughes

look through
avai lable beads,
Kayta Aronson

and Kenzie
Fangman

showcase their
new swag
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Yoga with 
Ms. Swesey

 

Club members at
lunchtime yoga:
Scarlet Stroh,

Lehua Starl ight,
Eduardo Rivera,
Fel ix Rodriguez,

and Braul io (Tito)
Gal indo 
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2025 National BC2M Week 
This year, our Br ing Change to Mind club participated in
the national BC2M week, sponsoring activit ies such as: 

Calming playl ist posted on campus 
Sensory str ips handed out to ALL students via Advisory 
Lunchtime Yoga with Ms. Swesey 
Wear Green awareness day 
Bracelet making at our weekly meeting 
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THE GOAL OF BC2M
IS TO REDUCE
STIGMA AND

INCREASE SUPPORT
FOR MENTAL HEALTH

AND WELLNESS 

THE GOAL OF BC2M
IS TO REDUCE
STIGMA AND

INCREASE SUPPORT
FOR MENTAL HEALTH

AND WELLNESS 
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VACTE - The Valley Academy of Career & Technology Education
would like to highlight our FIRE SCIENCE PROGRAM

VACTE - The Valley Academy of Career & Technology Education
would like to highlight our FIRE SCIENCE PROGRAM

VACTE currently employs 3
firefighting instructors, 

Eric Ostler, Jeremy Doerksen,
and Sal Unale. Eric Ostler and 

Sal Unale are current fire 
fighters from Copper Canyon 

Fire & Medical Department and
Jeremy Doerksen is a current 

firefighter for Cottonwood 
Fire Department.

VACTE currently employs 3
firefighting instructors, 

Eric Ostler, Jeremy Doerksen,
and Sal Unale. Eric Ostler and 

Sal Unale are current fire 
fighters from Copper Canyon 

Fire & Medical Department and
Jeremy Doerksen is a current 

firefighter for Cottonwood 
Fire Department.

The Fire Science class is a college-level course that is designed to prepare
entry – level firefighters to successfully achieve Arizona Center for Fire
Service Excellence Fire Fighter I & II, Hazmat Certifications. It will teach

students to understand and manage the role and function of a firefighter
as outlined in NFPA 1001 - Standard for Fire Fighter Professional

Qualifications. This course is hazardous by its nature and includes 
high-risk functions such as the use of a Self-Contained Breathing 

Apparatus, Wildland training, power tool operations, ladder operations, 
roof ventilations skills, vehicle extrication, and live firefighting exercises.
Students conduct hands-on activities which prepare them for mentally 

and physically challenging experiences.
The VACTE Firefighter Certification Academy will earn 18 Yavapai College

credits. The students will use the IFSTA Essentials 7th edition textbook
including fire department operations, Firefighting equipment, tools, and safety.

There is an emphasis on the chemistry of fire, techniques and skills of a
firefighter, and utilization of equipment and tools used in the fire service.  This

academic preparation is for Arizona Center for  Fire Service Excellence Fire
Fighter I & II certification, and all the Job Performance Requirements associated

with it.  The class will include physically demanding work and various skills
courses that will allow you to be able to function on the fire ground.
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Baseball. Barbeques. Birthday celebrations. 
You’ve got so much to offer! Wouldn’t you love to

share your little corner of America with a PAX high school
exchange student from the prestigious

Future Leaders Exchange (FLEX) Program? 
Established by Congress in 1992 under the 

FREEDOM Support Act following the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, the program provides merit-based

scholarships for students from post-Soviet countries.
Through person-to-person exchange, FLEX 

students learn about American society and values,
acquire leadership skills, develop their sense of 

civic responsibility, and help educate Americans 
about their own countries and cultures. 

Invite an international student into your home
and watch how you all grow! 

Baseball. Barbeques. Birthday celebrations. 
You’ve got so much to offer! Wouldn’t you love to

share your little corner of America with a PAX high school
exchange student from the prestigious

Future Leaders Exchange (FLEX) Program? 
Established by Congress in 1992 under the 

FREEDOM Support Act following the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, the program provides merit-based

scholarships for students from post-Soviet countries.
Through person-to-person exchange, FLEX 

students learn about American society and values,
acquire leadership skills, develop their sense of 

civic responsibility, and help educate Americans 
about their own countries and cultures. 

Invite an international student into your home
and watch how you all grow! 

Bota is 16 years old and in 11th grade.
She is from Kazakstan and lives with 

her grandparents. Her interests are Model
UN Human Rights and debate. She is

interested in becoming a chemical
engineer or going into political science.

Her teacher gave her all excellent 
reports in personality traits and states 

that she is respectful; a leader; and
connects well with her peers.
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Feruza is also 16 years old and is from
Uzbekistan. She loves volunteering,

debate, dance and public speaking. This
young woman enjoys journalism and would

like to learn to play the piano better. Her
teacher describes her as open minded: a

good communicator who is motivated  with
strong leadership skills and is respectful.

Feruza also received all excellent 
reports in personality traits.
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For more 

information contact

Marcia Goebel
marciagoebel@yahoo.com

(928)301-9868
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Please note these students are sponsored by the State Department to promote peace
and diplomacy amongst former Soviet Union countries and the US. Students are selected

based on their leadership, academics and personalities. They are provided a monthly
stipend full, medical insurance, and school funds. The student can share a room with a

closely aged sibling. Students arrive in August only if they have a family and are 
presently anxiously waiting to see where in the US they may be living. This is a great 

way to bring cultural diversity into your world and become global citizens.

Polina, 16,from Ukraine, loves swimming,
volunteering, student council, baking,
dance and photography. Her teacher

describes her as sociable, flexible, with
tremendous potential.She helps others; 
is friendly, honest, and never lets people

down. She received all excellents in
personality traits. Polina states she 

will bring her sense of humor and 
can’t wait to meet you
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Tetiana, is also 16 and from Ukraine. 
She lives with her grandparents and 
two siblings. She states her family is

Christian. Her hobbies include dance,
painting, and graphic design. 

Tetiana is obsessed with pets and wants 
to be involved in volunteering in the 
US. She can’t wait to meet you and 

wants to thank you for choosing her.
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https://www.mingusunion.com/Home
https://www.mingusunion.com/Community_Calendar
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
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There's no doubt that our Verde Val ley community knows
how to come together to support those who l ive here! 
This page wil l  l ist some of those amazing Community

Resources and let you know some of the events 
and happenings they have planned this month.
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  MINGUS MATTERSMINGUS MATTERS
 PAGE 15


